THE MAGNIFICENCE OF

MAGAZINES

German periodical Erbauliche Monaths Unterredungen was released in
1663. Although the term 'magazine' hadn’t yet been coined, this literary and
philosophical publication was effectively the very first one. As Verve continues
to celebrate its tenth year, we take a look at some other magazine milestones,
from A through to Z…

AIRBRUSHING
The manual airbrush was invented in the late 19th century
and photography manipulation has been occurring for
nearly as long (a tampered with 150-year-old image saw
the head of Abraham Lincoln fixed to the body of another
politician, John Calhoun). But with the modern media, the
art of airbrushing has just gotten sillier. No longer enough
to simply remove blemishes or untimely zits, waists are
also shrunk, breasts enlarged and lips even given digital
doses of collagen. Kate Winslet famously went public with
her disgust of her treatment on a GQ magazine cover
which saw some ridiculously overzealous stretching of her
legs.“I don’t look like that and, more importantly, I do not
desire to look like that,” she fumed. Right on, Kate.
BEVERLY JOHNSON
In 1974 a 21-year-old Beverly Johnson became the first
black woman to appear on the cover of Vogue and a
year later, the first black cover girl of French Elle. When
Johnson began modelling in her late teens, she was told
she would never make it. Some hairdressers refused to do
her hair and camera giants Kodak didn’t even make film
that would work well with her skin colour. Johnson later
became a successful businesswoman and was named by
the New York Times as one of the 20th century’s most
influential people in fashion.
CONDÉ MONTROSE NAST
One of the most significant names in the history of
magazine publishing, Condé Montrose Nast founded his
eponymous company in 1909. Vogue was immediately
bought and he later became responsible for the likes of
Vanity Fair and the New Yorker. Today, along with the
above, the firm’s spectacular portfolio boasts a diverse
range of publications such as GQ, Architectural Digest,
Glamour, Condé Nast Traveller, Golf World and Wired.

DC COMICS
New Fun: The Big Comic Magazine #1 was released in
1935 by newly-founded National Allied Publications. The
series became a surprise hit and three years down the line
the company created Action Comics featuring a certain
Superman. The idea of an all-conquering flying gent in a
cape was considered a ridiculous notion by some in the
editorial office, until they saw the sales figures. Then came
Bob Kane’s Batman, released under the firm’s new name, DC
Comics. The rest, as they say, is history.
EDWARD CAVE
Eighteenth century English printer and publisher Edward
Cave was the first person to use the word ‘magazine’ in
publishing, derived from the military usage of the term to
describe a storehouse of varied goods. Cave founded the
Gentleman’s Magazine in 1731. A gathering of essays and
articles collected from other publications, it ran until 1914.
Cave had edited the periodical under the pseudonym
Sylvanus Urban.
FORT PECK DAM
Legendary Life magazine was established in 1883. Known
for its iconic covers, it has featured the likes of Winston
Churchill, the first moon landing and Vietnam War
battle scenes. For its first 50 years, Life’s editors relied
on illustrators for the covers, but in 1936 the very first
photographic one was released. Taken by Margaret BourkeWhite, it was an image of the Fort Peck Dam, the largest of
the Missouri River, and was later also used in the ‘Celebrate
the Century’ United States postage stamp series.
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GONZO JOURNALISM
A form of satirical writing whereby the rules — and truth —
are stretched to breaking point and the journalist becomes
the story’s star. The term ‘gonzo’ was first used in 1970 to
describe a piece concerning America’s Kentucky Derby,
written by Hunter S. Thompson, and published in Scanlan’s
Monthly. Thompson would go on to perfect his new-found
voice as a regular contributor for the likes of Rolling Stone
and with a host of essays, books and novels including Fear
and Loathing in Las Vegas: A Savage Journey to the Heart of
the American Dream.
HEARST CORPORATION
A publishing monolith, the Hearst Corporation was founded
by William Randolph Hearst in March of 1887, with just
one newspaper, the San Francisco Examiner on its books.
It now owns 15 dailies and 34 weekly papers, along with
29 television stations and hundreds of magazines around
the world, publishing titles such as Good Housekeeping,
Cosmopolitan and Elle. Orson Welles’ 1941 movie Citizen
Kane, regarded as one of the finest films ever made, was
loosely based on the life of the publishing magnate.
INTERNET THREAT?
British magazines Nuts and Bliss closed their doors this
year and other major titles to have shut up shop include
Australia’s FHM. The rise of the internet is at least partly to
blame, though Hearst Magazine publisher boss David Carey
feels that the very nature of the magazine should protect
the industry due to publications’ longer shelf-life and less
reliance on classified ads than, say, newspapers (who have
felt the pinch even more). If anything, high-end advertisers
prefer them. According to research firm MediaFinder, north
American magazine launches outpaced closures for the first
half of 2014 by nearly three times.

JET MAGAZINE
Founded in 1951, Jet, a United States lifestyle magazine
aimed at African-Americans, swapped its print for digital
presence earlier this year. John H. Johnsons, the magazine’s
original publisher, became the first black man to appear on
the Forbes 400 List. United States comedian and actor Red
Foxx once praised the publication as “the Negro bible.” It
received acclaim for its coverage of the racially-aggravated
murder of teenager Emmett Till in 1955, and later for its
promotion of civil rights.
KIM AND KANYE GO VOGUE
Oh how fashionistas snorted at the sight of Kim and Kanye
West adorning the April 2014 cover of Vogue, but the fameloving pair had the last laugh when the issue became the
biggest selling in history, with half a million units shifted.
That puts Beyonce’s 350,000 and Michelle Obama’s 300,000
sales into perspective. Former vampire-slayer Sarah Michelle
Geller was so disgusted by the rapper’s and the reality star’s
cover coup that she cancelled her subscription. That sure
showed ‘em, Buffy.
LADIES MERCURY
Although the term ‘magazine’ hadn’t yet been coined,
the Ladies Mercury was basically the first one to be aimed
solely at women. Published by London author John Dunton
in February of 1693, it dealt mainly with issues of love and
relationships. Readers were also asked to submit their
queries, giving birth to the modern-day agony page. Alas, the
periodical lasted barely a month, proving that the publishing
world was just as cutthroat over three centuries ago.

MARILYN MONROE
The first issue of Playboy was released in December,
infamously featuring Marilyn Monroe as its centrefold and
cover star (the images were actually originally taken for a
calendar, not the magazine). The copy was produced in
Playboy founder Hugh Hefner’s kitchen, and he was so
unsure of its success that he left the magazine undated. He
needn’t have worried. The issue sold out in weeks, and two
icons were born.

Q MAGAZINE GOES GAGA
British rock ‘n’ roll bible Q was banned from certain United
States chain stores in 2010, due to its cover featuring a seminaked Lady Gaga and the displaying of part of her lower left
boob. In New York State, it is forbidden to show any of the
breast area below the nipple, though there is, apparently, no
law against the fact that she also had a phallic-shaped (and
possibly vibrating) object stuffed down the front of her trousers.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
One of the world’s oldest and most widely read publications,
National Geographic, was founded after its eponymous
society, a group dedicated to the conservation of and
education about our Earth. As famous for the quality of
its photojournalism as it is for the written word, the multiaward-winning magazine is read by over 8 million people in
36 languages. Last year it celebrated its 125th birthday.

RUNNER’S WORLD
Runner’s World was founded in 1966 by long distance
runner, photographer and producer, Bob Anderson aged
only 17, and with just a hundred bucks to his name. It’s
now the world’s biggest selling running publication with 14
international editions. In 2012, in celebration of 50 years of
racing, Anderson decided to compete in 50 races and his
journey was captured in the film A Long Run.

OK!... NOT SO MUCH
British celebrity bible OK! caused uproar in 2009 by running
an official tribute issue for terminal cancer-stricken reality TV
star, Jade Goody. The front page read “In Loving Memory”,
along with the years of her birth, and death. The only
problem was, she was still very much alive at the time of
going to press. The following June, decency was stretched
once more with an image of Michael Jackson wearing an
oxygen mask at the apparent time of his passing.

SCOTS MAGAZINE
Probably the world’s oldest continuous publication, The Scots
Magazine is a monthly glossy focussed on the places, people
and culture of Scotland. It was established on 9 February,
1739, published as a 48-page pamphlet in Edinburgh and
priced at a sixpence. It has since relocated to Glasgow and
boasts an average monthly readership of 200,000. It is also the
world’s best-selling publication of its kind.

PULP FICTION
A dominant form of entertainment in early 20th century
America, ‘pulp’ magazines were printed on cheap forms
of wood pulp paper, a stark contrast to the glossiness of
contemporaries such as the New Yorker. Their fantastical
fictional content concerned matters of exploration,
adventure and warfare. Comparable to today’s beach
paperback reads, pulp fiction offered a start to writers such
as science-fiction legend Issac Asimov and L. Ron Hubbard
of Scientology fame.

TIME
Launched by Henry Luce in 1923, Time is one of the world’s
most widely read news magazines, with offices in New York,
London, Sydney and Hong Kong. It’s now famed for its ‘All
Time 100’ compilation lists concerning the greatest movies,
novels and fashion icons. Its annual ‘Person of the Year’ title
has been won by figures such as Gandhi, Martin Luther King
Jnr., JFK, and, controversially, Stalin and Hitler too.

VERVE SEPTEMBER 2014 // 83

UP IN THE AIR
There are over 150 inflight magazine titles around the world,
the first was released by Pan American World Airways. Dutch
carrier KLM boasts the oldest continuous publication, having
been first released in 1966. According to consumer research
firm Nielson Audio (formerly Arbitron), 80% of passengers
read the magazines for an average of half-an-hour. In 2012,
CNN voted Air New Zealand’s Kia Ora the third best inflight
read on, well, above really, Earth.
V-J DAY SMOOCH
The father of modern-day photojournalism, Alfred
Eisenstaedt, was a staff photographer at Life. His stunning
imagery graced over 90 covers of the magazine, his
most well-known being that Times Square kiss during V-J
celebrations, with an American sailor embracing a nurse
bent backwards in his arms.
WATCHTOWER
The world’s most widely-circulated magazine is one you’ve
probably never heard of. The Watchtower is a Brooklynbased monthly publication distributed by hand, by Jehovah
Witnesses. A staggering 40 million copies are produced
every month, in over 180 languages, delivered to 236
countries.
X-RATED
The roots of pornography can be traced to Renaissance
Rome with the creation of 16 explicit engravings by artist
Marcantonio Raimondi, for which he was imprisoned. Erotic
writings followed throughout Europe over the coming
centuries, but it wasn’t until major advancements in printing
technology that pornography was created in magazine
form in the late 19th century. Early incarnations include
the English Photo Bits, with burlesque models set to erotic
stories, and French magazine, Le Frission, one of the first to
display the female nude.

YOUNGEST EDITOR, SECOND OLDEST MAG
In 1967, Willie Morris became the youngest-ever editor
of America’s second oldest magazine, Harper’s (not to be
confused with Harper’s Bazaar). While at the helm, Morris
helped instigate the careers of scribes William Styron and
Norman Mailer. The magazine had been established in 1850
by New York-based publishers Harper & Brothers, and within
six months circulation, exploded to 50,000. Other past
contributors include Jack London, Henry James and Mark
Twain.
ZINES
A self-published gift to the literary world, a zine is often a
cult publication, a ‘homemade’ magazine reproduced on
a photocopier, the result of a labour of love. Three years
ago a Charlotte Bronte zine, written when she was just 14,
fetched $1.5 million at auction and in 2012 the Herald wrote
of New Zealand’s thriving zine scene, with one about the
Prime Minister trying to make it as a hip-hop star called John
‘Keywi’ Key.

